94 worth while because it is constant, not intermittent; then
the Russians we have so feared are not all powerful, it
was not necessary to be so slavish before them.
With the revolution of 1905 in Russia, Polish hopes
flared up once more. The czar granted a constitution and
in the first Russian Duma sat thirty-six Polish dele-
gates. Dmowski was preaching the idea of uniting all
Poles, with autonomy, within the Russian empire. The
scheme was popular in Austrian Poland. His party of
conservatives, urging an understanding with Russia,
was particularly strong at this time and up to 1914.
When some one pointed out that their policy had
brought the Poles no political advantages, they would
reply, "But see what great economic advantages it has
already given us! We now have the whole Russian
market for the new Polish industries. Political results
will come in due time."
Pilsudski considered the whole idea an illusion. He
saw clearly that Poles must keep their goal—independ-
ence—quite separate from whatever changes might come
in the czar's great empire. He would never be satisfied
with autonomy. The Duma, he thought, would not work
any permanent improvement in the Polish situation—
nor did it; soon the number of Polish members was cut
to twelve and the Parliament of Russia became a gesture
and little more. Governmental reaction took away the
temporary gains of the revolution. He knew the Rus-
sians too well and said, from the beginning, that the
movement would not be good for the development of the
Polish cause. It did have one positive result, however
—it greatly increased the number of the P. P. S.
To the conservative groups who insisted, "It is suffi-
cient if our generation keeps alive our Polish culture,''
Pilsudski and his co-workers would make answer, "But
you're reasoning backwards. Culture is the result of
national life, not its cause. For how many decades can
it be kept alive without the nation? If there'd been no

